Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 39B
Call to Worship ??
Brothers and Sisters: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator and Sustainer of all Things!  


Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #104
“My Soul Bless the Lord”  
vs.1, 11-13
We will profess our faith using Apostles’ Creed
pg.__  
Forms and Confessions
Please be seated
Lord’s Day 16
pg.__  
Forms and Confessions 
Scripture Reading:
Isaiah 52:13-53

Let’s continue to worship as we sing #275   “Ah, dearest Jesus, how hast Thou offended” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer:


Scripture Reading:
Luke 22:39-46 + 23:32-49
Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #447   “A debtor to mercy alone” 
Sermon Text:
Galatians 3:10-14
Sermon Title: 
LD 16: Topical: Hell? …Sorted!
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #290
“Man of sorrows! What a name”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#523
“To God be the glory”
Evening Sermon: “Hell? …Sorted!”



Heidelberg #15#
Topical - Readings: Isaiah 52:13-53, Luke 22:39-46 & 23:32-49, Galatians 3:10-14, LD16
Introduction:
Have you ever noticed how much our culture makes fun of Hell?! I will just give you two examples:
1) Hell Pizza continues to be a relatively popular restaurant in New Zealand. They have stayed in business despite the controversy over their outrageous and irreverent advertising. It seems NZ’ers like the pizza and enjoy telling their mates to “go to Hell and get me a pizza.”
I understand the attempt at humour – I get it… But it just goes to show that they don’t understand Hell at all!! 

To put it in perspective – no one would think Holicaust Pizza would be a funny place to buy good food! No one would say – Go get me a slice of Nazi Oven pizza – or smoked Jew pepperoni  pizza?! It is horrible! The same is true of the Hell Jokes! 












They don’t know that Hell is real, and how horrible it is and how we would never want Hell for our worst enemies! Let alone for our friends… 
2) We have this cultural idea, that true love would go to Hell for a friend… Have you ever heard the phrase or idea that someone would go to Hell and back for love – because they are so dedicated … Don’t get me wrong, the idea is genuinely Biblical and Christ like… but it has been highjacked away from Christ/Bible! People say such things, NOT because they know the Love of Christ, but because they don’t understand Hell! 
That is the problem: If you knew what Hell ACTUALLY was – you wouldn’t Mock It! Not one single human being – not even a Christian, would literally go to Hell to save a friend – not even for a minute! Because Hell is utter separation from God! Where one can burn alive and be eaten alive but never be consumed! To use Jesus’ words: “Where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.” I love my wife and family, but – IF I SAW Hell FIRST HAND AND UNDERSTOOD WHAT IT WOULD TAKE, then I KNOW that I would not go there for anyone for any reason! And from the descriptions that God has given us in His Word, I know that the same would be true for any one of you as well! Because it is a horrific place!

And yet, there was one person, who knew EXACTLY what Hell was/is and yet, He still was willing to go there to save others… and not to save His friends, but His enemies! 
 (Review) Last week, we began looking at our Lord Jesus Christ as the God-Man who came to be the sacrifice for sin! As we saw TONIGHT in Luke 22, the anticipation of that horrible sacrifice caused Him to sweat great drops of blood! 
Christ was the perfect person to die in your place and mine – For He was/is infinite God and Mortal Man in one person! He could pay the price for fallen humanity and take the infinite wrath of God on the cross – and that is what we want to consider tonight. The infinite Hellish Wrath of God! 

This evening, we continue working through the phrases of the Apostles Creed within the Heidelberg Catechism, and we come to the topic of Hell! As we will learn, THEME:






 Christ suffered the Hellish Wrath of God with all its terrors/pain – so that you wouldn’t have to!
  We will explore that under 2 headings, asking and answering the following questions:
 
I. When Did Christ ‘Go to Hell?’
II. How are Christians comforted by Christ’s Suffering?
Let’s begin with:

I. When did Christ “Go to Hell”?      
(REPEAT)
a. We cannot avoid the Confusion of the question…
 When we quote the Apostles Creed, and we say, Crucified, dead and was buried. We think that everything about his death is resolved, and then we get the phrase, He descended into Hell. And that has caused so much conflict over the years! The Roman Catholic church and various false prophets like Joyce Meyer and others still teach that Jesus literally descended to Hell. Some argue that Christ went to Hell to proclaim His victory over Sin, Satan and Death (you get that view even from a few conservative Christians). Others believe that Jesus literally needed to suffer the punishment of Hell until His resurrection, Like Meyer. 

And still another group believes that Jesus went to Hell to set free the OT saints stuck in purgatory or limbo! 

There are various verses which are trotted out for each view and there are answers to all these views. The problem comes down to this – No Where in the Bible does it say that Jesus literally went to Hell. There is no clear passage which states this. In fact, the earliest copies of the Apostles’ Creed don’t have that phrase either. It was added around the 4th century! 

HOWEVER, the Bible DOES clearly teach that Jesus took the full punishment that belongs to sinners. HERE IS THE LOGIC OF IT: AS finite limited human beings, we can only take a little bit of wrath at a time, and so for you to take the infinite wrath/punishment of God – it would take an infinite amount of time! HOWEVER, Jesus Christ, was both God and Man, the finite and the infinite joined in ONE person – THEREFORE, Jesus WAS able to take the Infinite Wrath of God – His Hellish Punishment – in those 3 hours on the cross. When the sky grew dark and Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?!” He was suffering that infinite Hellish separation from God! 

That is when the words of Isaiah 53 were fulfilled: He was smitten by God and afflicted… He was pierced for our transgressions; CRUSHED for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed! ALL we, like sheep, have gone astray’ we have turned – every one- to his own way’ and the Lord has laid on HIM the Iniquity of us all!

That is when Jesus was filling the full pressure and pain of the Cup of God’s wrath! 



Jesus experienced HELL on the Cross!
And we know that He completed EVERY aspect of His saving work ON THE CROSS, because before He died, Jesus said, “It is finished!” 

Consider that for a moment… I would argue Biblically… that you and I would not willingly suffer Hell for even a minute, not even a moment – if we understood what Hell included. That separation from the power, grace and love of God would be the worst, and the negative presence of God’s justice and wrath would be unbearable – actually unbearable! That is why Jesus so dreaded the cross, and why he even sweat blood in anticipation of that death! Yes, the cross was an accursed and horrible way to die, but what Jesus dreaded was the Hellish wrath of God! And yet, Jesus appears to have suffered this unthinkable horror for 3 hours! …for His enemies! That is Love! Undeserved Love, mercy and Grace all piled together into one package!
 
So, Jesus accomplished this all on the cross – and then He said, “It is finished.” Therefore, any view which says, “Jesus needed to suffer in Hell literally after He died.” Is calling Jesus a liar! Can’t be true!

Furthermore, Jesus told the thief on the cross in Luke 23, “Today, you will be with me in paradise.” The famous Catholic, Thomas Aquinas actually argued that paradise is wherever God is, and so that thief was in Hell with Jesus, which is made a paradise by His presence! Try to work that one out?! So, Jesus told the thief that He would see him in Hell and it would be okay because Jesus was there too – I don’t think so! That takes language gymnastics that definitely break the rules of logic!  - No, the plain meaning is best: Jesus’ soul was with that thief’s soul in Paradise, Heaven from the point at which they died. To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord! 

And to make that even more clear, at His death, in Luke 23:46, Jesus said: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” Having finished His work on the cross, the Son of God gave His Spirit/Soul into the hands of God the Father – He definitely didn’t end up in Hell at that point, but back in the Heavenly realm with His Father and that thief and all the faithful of the OT who form that great crowd of witnesses we are told about in Hebrews!






Therefore, Christ Suffered HELL completely on the Cross!
And the Apostles Creed adds that point for your comfort and mine…

Which brings us to our SECOND point:
II. How are Christians comforted by Christ’s Suffering?        (REPEAT)
I don’t know if you have thought about it this way before… but:
a. You NEED to remember that Christ suffered Hell For You, so that you might find joy in Him!
This is where our Catechism gives us a helpful summary of what the Bible teaches: Why does the Creed add: “He descended into Hell”?  TO Assure me, in times of personal crisis and temptation that Christ my Lord, BY suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and terror of soul, especially on the cross (but also earlier), HAS delivered me from the anguish and torment of Hell!
Knowing that the worst punishment of God has been sorted by Christ – is one of the most comforting elements of your salvation. Hell was endured for you. That horrible punishment – as unspeakably dark and horrific as it is – has been satisfied by your Lord Jesus Christ. And God repeatedly directs you and me to look to Christ’s sufferings to find joy and strength to endure:
· Galatians 3 makes the point that through Christ’s curse, we are blessed! 
· Philippians 2 & 3 both point believers to look to the sufferings of Christ to find strength in living for Him! 
· Hebrews 12 calls you not to grow weary saying: Look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of your faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God - Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, [WHY?!] so that you may not grow fainthearted!
And that drives us to a central truth which can transform suffering into joy: … you ready? …
If you are in Christ, then the suffering/pain of this life is ALL the Hell you will ever experience!

That broken relationship, that horrible injury, that stressful misunderstanding, that ongoing medical problem, those financial stresses are the only taste of Hell that you will ever face! Not that I am saying those things are necessarily God’s punishment or that there is any atoning attributes to Hell – nothing like that… but that compared to what you deserve – you have it easy!
Think about it: I deserve a Billion millennia of torment darker and more horrific than my imagination can picture… and yet, all I get are broken relationships, broken bones, debt, stress, and pain for less than 100 years – along with the promise that God will make the reward so great that this pain will seem like nothing… in comparison to the joy of eternity with God! WOW! You and I are blessed – even when we struggle! 
Thank you Jesus for suffering in my place! 









When you have that perspective of what Christ endured versus what you and I endure (& compare that with what you deserve) – then even persecution and torture can be endured with gratitude, patience and joy!
And when you examine church history and the martyrs of the church – that is exactly what you see! You see saint after saint after saint who compared their sufferings to Christ and His reward… and thru that they were enabled to relax, endure and even show love and compassion to their persecutors! And all that comes from contemplating that the anguish and torment of Hell was endured FOR ME and FOR You by Jesus Christ on the Cross!

Such a simple concept and yet, SO profound!


Imagine, to be comforted by someone else’s suffering seems strange, but when they did it FOR you – what relief, and what joy! That enables us to respond to crises with hope! 
Conclusion:
And so that drives us to two concluding applications:
1) First of all: Are you in Christ?! You cannot take any comfort from Christ’s sufferings if you are Not already IN CHRIST! Have you turned from living life your way, acknowledged your sin and turned to God for salvation? Have you put your faith in Jesus – trusting that He has lived the perfect life you couldn’t live and died the death you deserved to die in Hell forever? If not, do so now! Today is the day of salvation – repent and believe – FOR Hell is no laughing matter! Find refuge from God’s wrath in Christ, and you will be saved!
2) Indeed, that leads us to our second application… For those of you in Christ: Look to Christ, consider the price He paid, the curse he bore and the freedom He has bought for you, and that will transform the way you look at your own suffering and trials!  ((That is what we will be looking at this Good Friday))
 
Consider these things… and then Take comfort and hope from the fact that the eternal punishment you deserved, has been taken away forever!

There is NOW no condemnation for us in Christ Jesus – because HE has taken it away!! 

Hallelujah, what a savior! AMEN.
Questions and Answers: 
Matthew 11:20-25ff levels of Hell 

1 Cor.3 levels of reward + parable talents
